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 Child Exploitation and Abuse definitions (involves one or more of the following) 

 Physical  abuse  occurs  when  a  person  purposefully  injures  or  threatens  to  injure  a  child  or  young 
 person.  This  may  take  the  form  of  slapping,  punching,  shaking,  kicking,  burning,  shoving  or 
 grabbing. The injury may take the form of bruises, cuts, burns or fractures. 

 Emotional  abuse  is  inappropriate  verbal  or  symbolic  acts  toward  a  child  or  a  pattern  of  failure  over 
 time  to  provide  a  child  with  adequate  non-physical  nurture  and  emotional  availability.  Such  acts 
 have a high probability of damaging a child’s self-esteem or social competence. 

 Neglect  is  the  failure  to  provide  a  child  (where  they  are  in  a  position  to  do  so)  with  the  conditions 
 that  are  culturally  accepted  as  being  essential  for  their  physical  and  emotional  development  and 
 well-being. 

 Child  Sexual  Abuse  is  the  involvement  of  a  child  in  sexual  activity  that  s/he  does  not  fully 
 comprehend,  give  informed  consent  to,  or  for  which  s/he  is  not  developmentally  prepared  and 
 cannot  give  consent,  or  that  violates  the  laws  or  social  taboos  of  society.  It  is  evidenced  by  an 
 activity  between  a  child  and  an  adult  or  another  child  who  by  age  or  development  is  in  a 
 relationship  of  responsibility,  trust  or  power,  the  activity  being  intended  to  gratify  or  satisfy  the 
 needs  of  the  other  person.  It  may  include,  but  is  not  limited  to,  the  inducement  or  coercion  of  a 
 child  to  engage  in  any  unlawful  sexual  activity,  the  exploitative  use  of  a  child  in  prostitution  or 
 other lawful sexual practices or the exploitative use of pornographic performances and materials. 

 Grooming  generally  refers  to  behavior  that  makes  it  easier  for  an  offender  to  procure  a  child  for 
 sexual  activity.  It  often  involves  the  act  of  building  the  trust  of  children  and/or  their  carers  to  gain 
 access  to  children  in  order  to  sexually  abuse  them.  For  example,  grooming  includes  encouraging 
 romantic feelings or exposing the child to sexual concepts through pornography. 

 Online  grooming  is  the  act  of  sending  an  electronic  message  with  indecent  content  to  a  recipient 
 who  the  sender  believes  to  be  less  than  18  years  of  age,  with  the  intention  of  procuring  the  recipient 
 to  engage  in  or  submit  to  sexual  activity  with  another  person,  including  but  not  necessarily  the 
 sender. 
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